
 

 

CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on April 20, 2010. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sue Balkema, Walt Kohnke, Don Kramer, Phil Larson, Joan Orman, Art Samson and 

Karen Wager 

 

CITIZENS PRESENT: Reginald Cezar 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Larson called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm and led in the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: A motion was made by Samson, supported by Balkema 

to adopt the agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously. A motion was made by Kohnke, supported by 

Samson to approve the minutes of the March 16, 2010 meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

CITIZEN TIME: New township resident, Reginald Cezar, wondered about the AT&T cell tower item on the agenda 

as he is interested in high speed Internet connection options. Although our agenda item was not related to the nature 

of Mr. Cezar’s inquiry, a short discussion ensued about various area Internet options in our area. 

 

REVIEW OF TEXT FOR FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICT: Members discussed the content of communications between 

the Zoning Administrator and the Township’s legal council regarding the modification of the Charleston Township 

Zoning Ordinance to incorporate necessary regulations to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. 

Samson expressed concern about the cost of adding another section to each zoning district in the Zoning Ordinance. 

Following discussion about the pros and cons of this concern, Samson moved to recommend to the Township Board 

to eliminate the Flood Plain District and add any surviving regulation into a potential Section 5.23 – Construction in 

Designated Flood Plain Areas – within each zoning district as recommended by the Zoning Administrator. Seconded 

by Wager. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

AT&T CELL TOWER MODIFICATION/ADMINISTRAIVE SITE PLAN REIVEW BY ASSOCIATED 

GOVERNMENT SERVICES: Members discussed AT&T’s request for antenna and control panel replacement at its 

tower located at 13508 East Michigan Ave. No members had objections to this activity, and agreed with the 

recommendation of the Zoning Administrator to allow the activity with the condition of obtaining the required 

construction permits.  

 

WIND POWER GENERATION ORDINANCE: Discussion ensued regarding the Supervisor’s memo of March 5, 

2010 regarding the Planning Commission’s draft of a wind energy ordinance and three items Samson felt should 

have been included in the draft: shadow flicker, decommissioning of the tower and issues related to anemometers. 

Balkema suggests that these topics should be on the next agenda for further discussion. Samson suggested that 

Commissioners extend their thinking to see if there are other items we need to include, e.g., fencing around towers 

featuring lattice construction. He requested the opportunity to review his Wind Energy Ordinance materials in 

preparation for discussion at the next meeting. 

 

MEMBERS TIME: Samson asked if there was anything new to report on the BEX Farms project. Larson said he 

called Jeff Balkema and explained the Planning Commission’s thinking re: his application, and advised him to 

follow AGS’s recommendations spelled out in their report. 

 

Balkema asked if the solar farm was hooked up to the grid yet. Yes! Discussion about solar energy ensued. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 pm upon motion by Kohnke, support by Samson. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Prepared 4/20/10 by Joan Orman, secretary 


